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            March Madness By Rob Barnes 
When the ice melts off the big lake it’s time to target pre-spawn walleyes.  I try to keep my boat in a perpetual state of readiness in my attached garage 
so that I can drop in my batteries and go at a moments notice.  The opportunity presented itself on March 10th, 2018 with light winds and mild waves; I 
have to pick my days with a smaller 17.5-foot boat.  I gave my Dad a call the day before to let him know that it was primetime to pull some crank baits 
on Lake Erie.  While I was driving to our destination, he carefully reviewed the latest MODIS satellite imagery to identify stained water and mud lines for 
targets of opportunity.  Many of you know that walleyes love stained water to ambush prey.  
Once the boat was ready to take its maiden dip for 2018 we could see right away that we would be busting skim ice from the canals out of Sterling State 
Park.  The ice crackled and crunched like wrapping paper being ripped off of a delayed Christmas gift as we idled toward the bay.  I took note of pods 

of fish we marked at speed while we motored out to our first mudline.  Our starting lineup of bandits, 
perfect 10s, and husky jerks were ready to go.  We staggered our depths until we could establish a 
pattern for where the fish would smash our baits. This ended up being 8-12 feet down over 18-20 feet of 
water.  Slow trolls at “crawler harness speeds” were all that it took given the lake currents and 35-degree 
surface temperatures slowing down the walleyes metabolism.  My Offshore Tackle OR12 boards have 
no problem pulling deep diving crank baits at any reasonable speed while maintaining the functionality 
of their tattle flags.  I enjoyed using the flags to monitor short strikes and the all-important adrenaline-
pumping, board-burying rip backs.  Most of our fish came on metallic colored bandits inside of the mud.  
At one point we had decided to ride the mudline and place 3 boards on the transition to clear water 
and 3 boards in the thick of the stained mud.  Almost immediately my baits in the mud started to get 
whacked. First to go was my middle board and as soon as I picked up the rod I could tell it was going 
to be a big fish.  I affectionately call big walleyes ‘Trons (short for Megatrons).  I cinched down my 
drag so I could slowly winch in the beast.  When we removed the planer board I loosened up on the 
drag to prepare for the fish to make runs.  The fish bulldogged me to the bottom of the lake then made 
rapid dashes to the port and starboard sides of my trolling spreads.  I began to doubt whether it was a 
walleye.  That was until I was finally able to see the cold pale gold of the fish near the surface before 
my dad swooped her up with the net.  I didn’t weigh her until I could get her on a certified scale at a 
local bait store near the launch.  She ended up weighing 11.5lbs and is now at St. Clair Flats Taxidermy 
so that I can have a trophy to remind me of this memorable trip with my Dad.  During the battle with 
the ‘Tron we had 2 other rods go off with fish which were successfully landed; both were solid quality 
walleyes.  With a full live well and cold hands we headed back to shore and considered the trip a win.  
Get excited for the upcoming season because if early season is any indicator of the quality of the fishery 
we are in for another outstanding year. 
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LSCWA EXECUTIVE BOARD
President – Richard Benson
Vice President – Tim Muir

Financial Secretary – Bob Barnes
Recording Secretary –  Rick Okerjhjelm
Membership Secretary – Don Murray

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2016-2018	 2017-2019
Jim Lease	 Eric Lenz
Mike Smith	 Mike Demanski
Steve Sharon	 Rob Barnes
Jeff VanTorre	 Richard Koch
	 Shawn Elliott
	 Charles Henderson

ALTERNATES
John Roodbeen	 Dan Schmidt

Field Rep – Tim Muir
Field Advisor – Stan Bydlos
Merchandise – Mike Smith 

Derby Weigh-Ins – Don Murray

CONSERVATION PLEDGE
I give my pledge as an American to save 

and faithfully defend from waste the natural 
resources of my country, its air, soil and 
minerals, its forests, waters and wildlife.

The WALLEYE WORLD is the official monthly newsletter of 
the Lake St. Clair Walleye Association (a 501c3 non-profit 
organization). We welcome all written/photo contributions from 
the members. Written/photo contributions can be submitted to 
editorlscwa@gmail.com. All written or photo contributions are 
the property of the LSCWA Walleye World and subject to edit. 
We reserve the right to refuse any material. Views and opinions 
expressed in the Walleye World are those of the author and 
do not necessarily represent the views and opinions of the 
LSCWA, its members, or its advertisers. The LSCWA, the 
Walleye World or its publisher assumes no liability with respect 
to the use of information contained herein. 700 copies printed 
each month (1,200 for Jan. & None for Nov.)
EDITOR: Tim Muir. Send articles or photos to 
editorlscwa@gmail.com
ADVERTISING EDITOR: Steve Sharon

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

WEDNESDAY ~ 7:30 P.M.
APRIL 18, 2018

FOR ALL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING 
(Walk-ins Welcome)

AMERICAN LEGION POST NO. 4 
401 Groesbeck Hwy. | Mt. Clemens, MI  48043

586-840-7582

Next Reg. Meeting: May 16, 2018 
Log onto our website to find out what is 

happening in and around the Club
www.lscwa.net

CUT OUT COUPON & MAIL
APPLICATION FORM

AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Make check or money order payable to:

LAKE ST. CLAIR WALLEYE ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 130

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
PLEASE PRINT

NAME  _ _______________________________

ADDRESS  _____________________________

CITY ______________  STATE ___  ZIP ______

PHONE ___________________

EMAIL ________________________________

q Single Membership $40.00
q Family Membership $45.00 
Includes Spouse & Children to 
16 years
q Renewal

q Senior Citizens $30.00
Includes Spouse
q Senior Family $35.00 
Includes Spouse &  
Grandchildren to 16 years
q Junior $15.00 
Children up to 16 Years Old

q CHECK HERE IF THIS IS AN ADDRESS CHANGE

Referred By:_________________________________________

How did you hear about us? ____________________________

___________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 18th........................... General Membership Meeting

April 19th................................Belle Isle Advisory Meeting

April 20-22........April Derby. Weigh in at Sinbad’s.  3-4pm 

April 24th ............................... Board of Directors Meeting

April 28-29th .....................Trade a trip-steelheaders here

May 5-6th .......................................... Trade a trip- St. Joe

May 16th.............................General Membership Meeting

May 19th..................................May Madness Tournament

May 18-20...................May Derby. Weigh in Anglers Point
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President’s Corner
by Richard Benson

Spring is here! That means 
it is time to get out there and 
enjoy some of our fantastic 
walleye fishing we are blessed 
with. Fisherman all over the 
local area are already out on 
the rivers and lakes pulling in 
good catches of fish, trolling, jigging, casting and handlining. 
With the recent fisheries biologists report from The MDNR, 
the next few years should continue to offer good fishing for 
not only walleyes, but all fish species as well.
    April also brings about our annual swap meet as well. 

Club members bring in their used (sometimes new) items 
to sell, trade or barter with one another at the general 
membership meeting. We will have both floors at the 
American Legion available for members to set up, please 
feel free to set up in either place. Members only are allowed 
to sell, non-members may still purchase anything they would 
like.
   April will also see the first derby of 2018 but also Walleye 

Fest, both at Sinbad’s on the Detroit River. Our weigh in will 
be Sunday April 22, please note that there is no room for 
trailers there but dock space to tie up if you come by water.
   April 28th is the 25th annual tradition-a-trip with the 

Battlecreek Steelheaders. We will need volunteers to take 
them out fishing for the weekend and also people to help 
run the kitchen crew at the American Legion Hall. Please 
contact Tim Muir to volunteer. The following weekend we 
will be heading to their neck of the woods for our turn on the 
water being hosted by them.
   May will bring us the 4th Annual May Madness 

Tournament on May 19th at Harley Ensign Boating Access 
Site with a guaranteed $5,000 1st place prize. Our May 
derby will be held the following day at Anglers Point Marina.
   In addition to all of these events we still conduct our 

weekly bingo sessions at Rosemack Bingo Hall, we can 
always use a hand so if you can help out please show up 
between 4 & 4:30 at the Rosemack Bingo Hall. The sessions 
usually end about 8:30-9 pm, the club will provide food and 
drink plus compensation for the workers. See Tim Muir, 
Keith or Marilyn Krych or myself for more details.
   This is YOUR club, be part of it, 
Rich Benson, President

Spring Fishing Swap Shop
By:   Steve Sharon

Our annual spring swap shop has always been very 
successful and attracts many new and potential members. 
And allows many of us to sell off our new or unused fishing 
equipment to other fishermen in need.  

The swap shop will occur on Wednesday, April 18th at 7:30 
pm which is also our fourth meeting of 2018.  

I would suggest arriving early around 6:30 pm to set up 
because some early bird customers will arrive at 7:00 pm to 
score the best buys.
There are plenty of large tables in the lower level so as not 

to disturb the regular meeting. If you only have a few items 
to sell please share a table so that everybody will have a 
space.  As always, if you only have one or two items they 
can be placed on your table upstairs on the main floor as 
long as you don’t interrupt the meeting.

So go to your garage, barn, basement and closets find this 
stuff and bring it in because nothing is ruled out, Tackle, Ice 
fishing, boating even tools. If the tables get all taken use the 
lobby to display your stuff and if you have an ATV, sled or 
boat bring a picture with its description and price.

The meeting is open to all fisherman, however you must 
be a member to sell items. Hope to see you all there and 
participating.  Let this stuff make you some $$$ instead of 
DUST!

BINGO
Prizes are mounting every week. Come 

on out give it a try and support your club. 
Prizes total $2200 every night or more!  

20791 E. 13 Mile Rd 
Roseville, MI 48066  

Sundays 
Doors open at 4PM • Play at 6PM  

We are always looking for volunteers.
See Rich at our meetings or events. 
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MISSION STATEMENT
To protect, preserve, and promote the walleye 

fishing in Michigan through conservation, 
education, and enhancing fishing opportunities 
for all; celebrating our tradition since 1976.



THE VERY FIRST WALLEYE 
POND by Steve Sharon

Don Murray told me that he got a call from an old 
member (Ed Raquel) who wanted to turn over some 
old news clippings about the Walleye Ponds. So I 
went to meet him at his house where we had a lengthy 
conversation and I was able to ask him many questions. 
This is his story as told to me. 

It turns out that Ed was responsible for starting the 
very first walleye pond. In early 1974, Ed owned a tool 
and die shop in Warren and had just moved to Armada 
Township. He then decided that he wanted to have a pond 
so he dug a ¼ acre pond on his property. Incidentally, 
this was the same year that our Walleye Club was getting 
started. He was not yet a member of our club because it 
was not started yet. So he and his buddies got together 
to do some exploring. Ed was the treasurer of the Detroit 
Area Steelheaders. Ken Pearce was on the Lake St Clair 
Advisory Committee, Ron Spitler was with the DNR while 
Tom Schneider was the Detroit Chapter President of the 
Detroit Area Steelheaders. They along with ED had all 
fished the Macomb County streams quite a few times so 
they went to do some exploring. 

Ken Pearce had tried the freeway ponds but found out 
that they were unsuccessful, so he asked Ed if he could 
use his newly dug pond to raise some Walleye for planting 
in LSC to start a spawning run on our side of the lake in 
the Clinton River. At that time the only Walleye came from 
the Thames River in Canada and that area was under 
threat of being blocked by commercial nets. On May 
14th 20,000 newly hatched fingerlings were brought by 
the DNR and planted in Ed’s 14’ deep pond and it was 
Ed’s job to feed the fingerlings. Someone donated some 
free barrels of Stroh’s beer mash and these barrels were 
stored on Ed’s property so he then fed the mash to the 
fingerlings. The mash grew to plankton the fingerlings ate 
well! 

Ed’s pond was a huge success and on August 8th 
4,500 Walleye were taken from the pond - it was the most 
successful yield for a pond of that size. The Walleye were 
then released into the Clinton River near his home at 33-
mile road where the river path led straight out to the lake. 
Over the next two years his pond again rendered some 
better results so in 1977 the Selfridge pond was also dug 
and the rest is history. Later the LSC Advisory Committee 
was disbanded and we the Lake St Clair Walleye 
Association took over the management of the ponds. 

So looking back, we all owe Ed a great deal of thanks 
for helping start the first run of Walleye on the Clinton 
River - On our side of the Pond. 

THANK YOU ED!
EDITOR NOTE: Keep an eye on our website for some 

cool pictures and articles from the old newsletter. If there 
is space We will get them in print as well. 
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Seminar
Recently Keith gave a spring jigging seminar to the Metro-
west Steelheaders. They had a packed house and had a 
good time. Keith Did an outstanding job and most people in 
attendance learned a thing or three. 

March 28th Treehouse get 
together
We had another fine breakfast at Bob Evans. Discussions 
were on spring walleye fishing, how to set up your boat for 
wire line trolling, and also where to buy a good weed wacker. 
Pictured are Dale Billings, Curtis Patton, Mark Carlson, Doug 
Batty, Richard Koch, Joann Koch, John Roodbeen, John 
Sulkowski. See you next month at Copper Penny. 



Captain Mick
Who needs a charter? Captain Mick Broughton of Dead 

Eye Charters still has a few openings in April and May 
during this years walleye run! Mick is not only a charter 
captain, he’s also an accomplished tournament angler, 
prostaffer and seminar speaker. Here’s a bit of what to 
expect from a day on the water with Captain Mick:  
586-713-6787

Boating Accident Facts
By Keith Krych

•	 76% of fatal boating accidents were drownings. 
•	 85% of drownings were not wearing PFD’s
•	 71% of boating deaths occurred on boats where the 

operator had NO boating safety course.  Only 15% of 
deaths were with training. 

•	 82% of drownings were in boats 21’ or less.  (Our size 
boats)

•	 Operator inattention or inexperience were the leading 
causes of water craft accidents.  Equipment failure was 
only third.

•	 April, October, November have the highest accidents 
and death rates. (Early and late Fishing season)

•	 Over 50% of accidents with deaths occur while cursing 
or FISHING.

•	 87% of under 12-year-old deaths were NOT wearing 
PFD’s even when the law required them.

•	 In 2015 there were 4158 reported boating accidents 
nationally.

•	 2351 were in waves of 6” or less, 1123 were in waves 
of 1’-2’.

•	 3100 were during daylight in good visibility.  
•	 3400 were in wind of less than 14mph.
•	 78% of drownings were males.
•	 40% of those had their pants down, open or unzipped!!! 

(Relieving themselves overboard) 

The Passes Are In	 by Jim Lease
The list for the volunteers that will be helping at the Ponds 

this year is done and waiting at the building just outside of 
the gates at the base. All that’s needed is you.  If you are 
a volunteer and requested your name be placed on the list 
just go up to the building on the right as you are going to 
enter the main gate.  Go in and tell one of the ladies you 
are on the list for the Lake Saint Clair Walleye Association 
and you would like to get your pass. If you have an old pass 
turn it in.  Next year you will need to return your old pass 
or you will not be issued a new one.  You must have the 
current registration for your vehicle and the up to date proof 
of insurance copy for the vehicle as well.  That and your 
driver’s license will get you a pass that will be good from 
April 1 thru Sept 30th.  You can call pass and ID at 586-
239-6849 and ask for their current hours that do include 
Saturday.  
Please try and get your pass as soon as possible.  If you 

wait until the day you are going to help there could be a 
backup and in the past it took several hours to get in.  Most 
of our events only last a few hours. 
Don’t forget while you are in the neighborhood to stop and 

see Jerry and Sheri at Angler’s Point just across from the 
DNR launch.  

Belle Isle Advisory Committee 
Meeting
The next Belle Isle Advisory Committee meeting is 

April 19th, 2018 at 9am in the Belle Isle Nature Center. 
The committee advises the MDNR on the operation and 
development of Belle Isle, public input is welcome at these 
meetings and we have made it clear that the LSCWA is 
keenly interested in developing a boat launch for public 
use on Belle Isle State Park. We must keep pressure on 
them and let them know that we, along with many other 
fisherman, recreational boaters and the public is interested 
in gaining better public access to the upper Detroit River 
and Lake St. Clair.
 IF WE DO NOT VOICE, REPRESENT AND 

MAKE OURSELVES HEARD, WE WILL NOT 
ACHIEVE A BOAT RAMP

Walleye World Podcast
The Lake St. Clair Walleye Association is proud to 

announce our Walleye World podcast!
On our first episode we discuss our club history, upcoming 

events this spring, and talk a bit about spring walleye 
fishing.
Give it a listen. The podcast is available on podcasts.com 

and on iTunes. Subscribe and listen now!
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Trade a Trip
This year’s trade a trip will be one of the best yet. It is the 
25th anniversary of the trip swap between us and the battle 
creek steelheaders. The guys from battle creek will be 
coming over on the weekend of April 28th-29th. we will be 
having a fish fry for them at the American legion hall where 
our meetings are at. I need guys to step up and take our 
guests fishing and also will need a cook crew for the fish fry. 
If you would like to volunteer get a hold of me or any board 
member. 
We will be going to salmon fish the next weekend  
May 5th-6th. I will need to now by early April If you plan on 
going. I will have a list of a couple places near there that 
guys have stayed at before but feel free to make your own 
accommodations. 

Here is Bob and Rob Barnes with some really 
nice early season Walleye!

Joey Elliott with a 6lb 25 inch walleye caught a 
few days ago.

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Spring Clothing Sale 

HATS   start at $15 

TSHIRTS   start at $12 

HOODIE SWEATSHIRTS start at $20

NEW! HEAVYWEIGHT 
HOODIE 

SWEATSHIRTS 
Choose from 2 colors! 

$42 

Get
yours
now!!

Most sizes are available tonight!



 Detroit’s #1 Bait & Tackle Dealers 
  Live Bait Rods Reels Lures All Your Fishing Needs  

 
Hours: M-F 6am to 8pm   Sat/Sun 5am to 8pm 

 
Moe’s Bait & Tackle                Big Moe’s Bait & Tackle 
14712 E. Jefferson                   6440 E. Jefferson 
Detroit, MI 48207                    Detroit, MI 48207 
313.824.5222                           313.259.1176   
 

 

 

Phone: 586-431-0232 
Email: keithkrych@sbcglobal.net  
Fishtamerscharters.com 

Walleye and Musky fishing on Lake St Clair, Detroit & St Clair Rivers 

 F I S H  T A M E R S  C H A R T E R S  
Captain Keith Krych 
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FISHING TACKLE – ARCHERY – PET FOOD 
BIRD SEED – LIVE BAIT

1426 Oakland Ave., St. Clair, MI 
Owners: Bill & Theresa Barrons 

810-329-2253

 COMFORT CHARTERS
Lake St. Clair / Detroit River / St. Clair River 

Jerry Comfort • 586-482-0026
jercomfort@aol.com
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989-738-5600

Fax: 989-738-5820

P.O. Box 86
Port Austin, MI 48467

FISHING REPORT (586) 777-7008                    Email: info@lakesidefishingshop.com

10% Off
All Nets

10% Off
Premade 
Combos

20% Off
Sunglasses

10% Off
All Crawler  
Harnesses

GARY PATCHAK
32393 LAKEPOINT

CHESTERFIELD, MI 48047
586-725-1863
FAX 725-3148

WWW.PGACOLLISION.COM

Printing & Graphics 

Full Color Printing • Color Copies 
Brochures • Newsletters • Flyers

Booklets • Forms • Business Cards
Postcards • Graphic Design

Signs & Banners • Fast Service!

Celebrating 51 Years!

21541 Gratiot Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021
Phone 586.772.6067

Fax 586.774.2077
www.lithoprinting.com

Best Prices in Town • New Customer Discount

586-754-2940

2769 E. Nine Mile Rd.
Warren, MI 48091

MASTER

(810) 512-4479
Fax: (810) 512-4501

5460 Pointe Tremble
Pearl Beach, MI

• Live Bait
• Sports Supplies
• Apparel

BAIT & TACKLE

Outboard
Specialist

Bill & Kandy
Ph: (586) 716-9600
Fax: (586) 716-4422

Certified
Sales & Service

7321 Dyke Rd.
Algonac, MI 48001

ROSE MARINE SERVICE, INC.

2511 Jefferson (Corner 10 Mile & Jefferson) 
(586) 777-7003 • Fax: (586) 777-1730

Hours: 
M-F 6-7:30  

Sat: 6-6 • Sun: 6-5

American • Canadian 
Walpole Licenses 

Available

LAKESIDE FISHING SHOP
“YOUR ONE STOP FISHING SHOP” 

Visit us online @ www.lakesidefishingshop.com

BEACON LIGHT
HOME INSPECTIONS

Illuminating Your Home Purchase
BBB rated A+

David A. Wilemski
Licensed Building Inspector

Licensed Builder for Over 30 Years
(586) 292-6143

daw.licbldr@gmail.com
www.beaconlighthomeinspections.com


